2018 LE MANS 24 HOURS PRESS KIT – WHAT’S ON, WHERE AND WHEN
A fan-tastic week of festivities!
The 24 Hours of Le Mans endurance race is the climax of a week-long festival with lots of
opportunities to meet the drivers and get up close to the cars at the legendary circuit and in Le Mans
city centre. Where? When? Follow the guide!

Did you know that in Le Mans, 24 hours last... a week? While the race itself starts at 15:00 on Saturday
and ends 24 hours later, the festivities begin the previous weekend. Throughout the week,
opportunities abound to rub shoulders with the drivers and admire the cars – something the organisers
hold dear. The event grips the whole region with activities held on track, within the confines of the
circuit, and in the streets of Le Mans! To find out what’s on and when, take a look at the schedule.

Sunday 10 June = Scrutineering
Attracting hordes of true enthusiasts and many more who are simply curious, the traditional
scrutineering session marks the start of Le Mans week. Drivers and cars are expected in Place de la
République, in Le Mans city centre, for a range of
administrative and technical checks. It’s a tremendous
opportunity for the public to get up close to the stars of the
race and marvel at the machines that will do battle out on
the track. The checks will continue throughout Monday too.
 14:30 – 19:00 = Scrutineering
➔ Free admission

Monday 11 June = Drivers’ Handprint Ceremony
Scrutineering operations go on throughout Monday. When
the last team has completed its checks, around 18:00,
another Le Mans tradition takes centre stage: a bronze plaque in which the handprints of the previous
year’s winners have been cast is laid in the city centre. This year, Brendon Hartley, Earl Bamber and
Timo Bernhard will leave their imprint in the Le Mans Walk of Fame.
 10:00 – 18:00 = Scrutineering
 18:00 – 18:30 = Drivers’ handprint ceremony
➔ Free admission

Tuesday 12 June = Autograph Session
Drivers and team managers are briefed on Tuesday morning, before the official group photo is taken
on the start line. The pit lane opens at 17:00 for one of the highlights of the week for race fans: the
autograph session. All the drivers will be there, pen in hand, ready to sign, exchange a few words or
pose for a photo.
 10:00 = Drivers’ and team managers’ briefing
 10:30 – 10:45 = Drivers’ official group photo on the start line
 17:00 – 18:30 = Autograph session in the pit lane
➔ Admission: included in the price of the General Enclosure week ticket, from €82 (€61.50 for ACO
club members)

Wednesday 13 June = Free Practice and Qualifying

Now for the serious business! From 16:00, the competitors will take to the world-famous 13.626-km
Le Mans track. Four hours of free practice allow teams plenty of time to tweak their set-ups ahead of
the first qualifying session. This two-hour slot beginning at 22:00 provides an opportunity to gauge
strengths and weaknesses.
For music fans, the 24 Hours of Le Mans concert programme will get under way with French pop band
Arcadian taking the stage near the Dunlop Bridge.
 16:00 – 20:00 = Free practice
 20:00 = RTL2 radio contest winners, followed by Arcadian in concert
 22:00 – 00:00 = First qualifying session
➔ Admission: from €32 (€24 for ACO club members), or included in the price of the General
Enclosure week ticket, from €82 (€61.50 for ACO club members)

Thursday 14 June = Road to Le Mans and Qualifying

As part of its efforts to reach out to talented young drivers and up-and-coming teams, the ACO has
introduced a race that gives Michelin Cup contenders (LMP3 and GT3) a chance to try out the iconic Le
Mans circuit. Road to Le Mans is disputed over two 55-minute legs. Following the first race, the 24
Hours of Le Mans field will return to action from 19:00 for two further qualifying sessions that will
determine the starting grid positions. Dr Feelgood will take to the stage near the Dunlop Bridge at
21:00.
 17:30 – 18:25 = First leg of Road to Le Mans
 19:00 – 21:00 = Second qualifying session
 20:00 = RTL2 radio contest winners, followed by Dr Feelgood in concert
 22:00 – 00:00 = Third qualifying session
➔ Admission: from €39 (€29.25 for ACO club members), or included in the price of the General
Enclosure week ticket, from €82 (€61.50 for ACO club members)

Friday 15 June = A peek backstage
Friday is a rest day for the cars, but the pits are open all day. This is a great opportunity for the public
to get a glimpse of what goes on behind the scenes, see the
cars at close quarters, catch a few words with the drivers and
watch how the teams work. The focus shifts to the city centre
late afternoon for the Drivers’ Parade. Classic cars carry the
heroes of Le Mans at snail’s pace through the crowds lining the
streets. A spectacular finale to the day sees Jamiroquai in
concert back at the circuit after support act HER.

10:00 – 20:00 = Pits open for visits

17:30 – 19:00 = Drivers’ Parade through Le Mans city
centre

20:00 = HER and Jamiroquai in concert at the circuit
➔ Admission: included in the price of the General Enclosure week ticket, from €82 (€61.50 for ACO
club members)

Saturday 16 June = The Big Day!

The big day is here at last and it all gets off to an early start! From 09:00, teams have a 45-minute
window to make minor adjustments based on the predicted race conditions. After three years’
absence, the Aston Martin Festival is back for 45 minutes of action, followed by the second leg of Road
to Le Mans. From 13:00, the participants in the 86th 24 Hours of Le Mans will enter the fray to position
the cars along the pit wall, a nod to the famous “Le Mans-style” start of bygone days. Once the drivers
and teams have been introduced, the 60 cars will set off behind the leading car driven by Jacky Ickx,
the Grand Marshal, for a formation lap at the end of which Rafael Nadal will brandish the Tricolore to
mark the official start of the 86th 24 Hours of Le Mans.
 09:00 – 09:45 = Warm-up
 10:15 – 11:00 = Aston Martin Festival
 11:30 – 12:25 = Second leg of Road to Le Mans
 13:00 – 13:15 = The cars line up against the pit wall
 14:00 – 14:30 = Presentation of the teams and drivers
 14:51 = Start of the formation lap
 15:00 = Start of the 86th 24 Hours of Le Mans
 20:30 = RTL2 radio contest winners, followed by Yarol & Black Minou, Texas and DJ Loran
➔ Admission: General Enclosure week ticket from €82 (€61.50 for ACO club members)

Sunday 17 June = A Date with History
After 24 hours of racing, almost 5,000 km covered, an average speed nudging 240 kph and dozens of
stints completed, just one car will take the chequered flag in first place, etching the name of one team
and three drivers in the annals of the legendary race. Behind them, the winners of each class will also
be rewarded for their performance. It is impossible to say in advance who will triumph, but one thing
is certain: we shall have to wait until the final lap (and sometimes the ultimate seconds!) before we
know for sure.
 15:00 = End of the 86th 24 Hours of Le Mans
 After 15:00 = Podium ceremony
➔ Admission: from €50, or included in the price of the General Enclosure week ticket, from €82
(€61.50 for ACO club members)

