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ENDURANCE 



 

ENDURANCE – THE 24 HOURS OF LE MANS AND THE WEC 

 

From the 24 Hours of Le Mans to 

the World Endurance Championship (WEC) 

 

The 24 Hours of Le Mans is unique, for its history, the diversity of its competitors and the originality 

of its particularly open regulations. It is also the flagship race of the FIA WEC, a series whose success 

is a tribute to the values of human endeavour and technological prowess upheld by the discipline. 

 

The 24 Hours of Le Mans: the supreme test! 

 

 

Life is based on 24-hour cycles. The pioneers of the race came up with the idea of a non-stop 24-hour 

race as the ultimate test of vehicle performance. Stretching a machine to the limits, around the clock 

was the best way to earn respect. 



 

But a good idea at the right time is one thing; it is quite another to make it into a lasting event! The 

Automobile Club de l’Ouest has always been clear-sighted enough to adapt regulations to the times 

and look to the future, welcoming innovative technology, always with the same goal, to keep 

motorsport moving in the right direction. Today more than ever, the 24 Hours of Le Mans is the 

supreme test and the highlight of the endurance season. 

 

Two types of car 

 

 

 

One of the things that makes the 24 Hours of Le Mans so unique is the diversity in the cars that face 

off against each other. There are two broad categories: 

- Le Mans Prototypes (LMP) 

- Le Mans Grand Touring Endurance (LMGTE) 



 

The prototype classes are open to cars developed specifically to race. They are not available for sale 

to the general public and are not road-legal. There are two prototype classes: LMP1 (open to factory 

teams and private teams) and LMP2 (for private teams only). 

The other cars in the race are road-legal production sportscars adapted for racing. There are separate 

regulations for each class. The diverse line-up attracts a wide audience and the difference in speed 

means plenty of overtaking and traffic management, which adds to the excitement of the race. 

 

Two types of driver  

 

The originality of the 24 Hours of Le Mans extends to the people behind the wheel, as professionals 

and amateurs – traditionally known as “gentlemen drivers” – take part in the same race. The LMP1 

and LMGTE Pro classes are for professionals only, but 

the other classes feature mixed or all-amateur crews, 

which gives these gentlemen drivers a chance to pit 

their wits against seasoned experts. Each car has a two- 

or three-driver crew. There are strict rules on the make-

up of a crew and drivers are graded according to 

performance. Rules also govern how teams manage 

their drivers’ stints over the 24 hours. No driver can be 

at the wheel for less than six hours or more than 14 

hours in total, or for more than four hours at a time 

within a six-hour period. 

 

An iconic circuit  

 

The Circuit des 24 Heures du Mans is 13.626 km long and, unlike the 4.185-km Bugatti circuit which is 

a purpose-built track, includes sections of public road which are closed to ordinary traffic especially for 

the race. The rest of the year, one can drive along the famous Mulsanne Straight in a humbler vehicle 

– and at a more sedate pace! During the qualifying sessions, the fastest LMP1s bank sub-3:20 laps, at 

an average speed approaching 250 kph. The best LMGTEs, meanwhile, are some thirty seconds 

“slower”. 

 

 



 

Strict rules  

 

Given the diversity of cars on the grid, the rule book is fairly dense, yet perfectly clear. Race founder 

and organiser the Automobile Club de l’Ouest remains true to the principles that form the basis of the 

regulations: 

- ENTERTAINMENT – The ACO monitors technical improvements to ensure a level playing field 

while leaving ample opportunity for innovation. 

- ENVIRONMENT – The impact of motoring on the environment has always been important to 

the ACO, especially where fuel consumption is concerned. 

- ACCESSIBILITY – Keeping costs under control to render the race as widely accessible as 

possible. 

- SAFETY – Constant improvements are made to ensure the safety of drivers, officials and 

spectators. 

- RELEVANCE – The 24 Hours of Le Mans is a testing ground for new developments in automotive 

engineering that go on to influence the design of road cars. 

Each year, some 1,400 marshals oversee the race and ensure it runs smoothly. 

 

The FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) 

 

The 24 Hours of Le Mans is part of the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC). This year, the WEC 

has embarked upon a Super Season featuring eight races on three continents between April 2018 and 

June 2019. Le Mans will host both the second round and the eighth and final leg, the climax of a 

championship season that promises to be spectacular. Compared with the five six-hour events, 50% 

more points will be up for grabs at the two 24-hour races in the French endurance capital while a 25% 

points bonus will be on offer in Sebring for the 1000 Miles (or 8 Hours) race. Four world champion 

titles will be awarded at the end of the Super Season: 

- A FIA World Endurance LMP1 Championship title and a GT Manufacturers FIA World 

Endurance Championship title 

- LMP and GT Drivers’ Championship titles. 



 

While winning the 24 Hours of Le Mans has a significant impact, a FIA world champion title is the 

ultimate goal for many drivers, teams and manufacturers. 

 

2018–19 FIA WEC Super Season calendar 
 

 5 May 2018   Total 6 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium) 

 16-17 June 2018   24 Hours of Le Mans (France) 

 19 August 2018   6 Hours of Silverstone (UK) 

 14 October 2018  6 Hours of Fuji (Japan) 

 18 November 2018  6 Hours of Shanghai (China) 

 15 March 2019   1000 Miles (or 8 Hours) of Sebring (USA) 

 4 May 2019   Total 6 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium) 

 15-16 June 2019   24 Hours of Le Mans (France) 



 

 

ENDURANCE – CLASSES AND CATEGORIES 

A unique race with an impressive array of entrants 

 

Open to amateurs as well as professionals, prototypes and road-legal sports cars, hybrid or 
conventional engines, the 24 Hours of Le Mans has many facets. 

Few races in the world can claim to feature such a diverse display of cars or drivers on the grid. There 
are two types of car:  

- LMPs or Le Mans Prototypes, 

- and LMGTEs or Le Mans Grand Touring Endurance. 

The prototype classes are open to cars developed specifically to race. They are not available for sale 
to the general public and are not road legal. There are two prototype classes: LMP1 (for 
manufacturers and private teams) and LMP2 (private teams only). 

The LMGTEs are road-legal production sportscars adapted for racing. They may be driven by 
professional teams (the LMGTE Pro class) or a mix of professionals and amateurs (LMGTE Am).  

There are separate regulations for each class. The diverse line-up attracts a wide audience and the 
difference in speed means plenty of overtaking and traffic management, which adds to the 
excitement of the race. 

 

 



 

 

Le Mans Prototype 1 (LMP1) 

 

Closed-cockpit prototypes designed especially for racing by car manufacturers or private teams. They 

may or may not have a hybrid (combustion/electric) powerchain incorporating an energy recovery 

and storage system. 

To narrow the performance gap between hybrids and non-hybrids, an Equivalence of Technology 

(EoT) system has been introduced: 

- Non-hybrids have a fuel allocation (which determines the power of an LMP1 engine), i.e. a 

maximum amount of energy permitted per lap and/or a maximum fuel flow rate, helping the 

cars to compete on more equal terms with the hybrids. 

- The non-hybrid LMP1s also benefit from less restrictive regulations on aerodynamics than 

their hybrid counterparts. 

- The volume of the LMP1 hybrids’ fuel tank means they are able to complete an extra lap per 

stint than the non-hybrids, the only advantage they have been granted. 

LMP1 teams may not include any Bronze-rated drivers (see driver categories below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Le Mans Prototype 2 (LMP2) 

 

Closed-cockpit prototypes designed for the race and fielded by private teams with no involvement 

from the engine or chassis manufacturers. The 2018 LMP2s will all be fitted with the same engine but 

may choose from four chassis manufacturers: Oreca, Ligier ( as Onroak Automotive), Dallara and 

Riley. 

 

LMP2 teams must include at least one Bronze or Silver-rated driver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Le Mans Grand Touring Endurance Pro (LMGTE PRO) 

 

Road-legal sports cars available to the public but drastically altered for the race. As the production 

models are so different from one another, a Balance of Performance (BoP) system has been 

introduced to level the playing field. 

There are no restrictions on LMGTE Pro team composition. 

 

 

 

New!  

Unlike in previous years, the LMGTE cars will now have white lamps (instead of yellow), like the 

LMP cars. 



 

 

 

Le Mans Grand Touring Endurance Am (LMGTE AM) 

 

Road-legal sports cars available to the public but drastically altered for the race. The cars are 

identical to those in the LMGTE Pro category, except they must be at least one year old. There is a 

specific BoP for the LMGTE Am class. 

 

The team must include at least one Bronze driver, then one Bronze or Silver driver 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The driver categories 

Depending on their age, past results and experience, drivers are classed in one of FIA’s four 

categories: 

- Platinum (professional driver): professional drivers who meet at least two criteria on a list 
defined by the FIA, such as having won the 24 Hours of Le Mans in LMP1 or in LMGTE Pro or 
a factory driver with sound results. 

- Gold (professional or amateur driver): drivers who meet one criterion on a long list of less 
stringent requirements than those defined for Platinum drivers. However, a driver who 
meets one of the Platinum criteria will automatically be classed as Gold. 

-  Silver (amateur driver with past results): amateur drivers who meet a result-based criterion.  

- Bronze (amateur driver without past results): rookie drivers or drivers without substantial 

results, and drivers aged over 60 regardless of their past results. 

New in 2018: This year, a special committee may grant temporary exemption from the team 

composition rules if a driver submits a request and includes a certain number of documents. This 

exemption must not compromise track safety or incur a sporting advantage over the other teams 

entered in the same class. 

 



 

ENDURANCE – THE CIRCUIT 

 

A tough yet exhilarating circuit 

 

The city of Le Mans and the surrounding countryside has been used to the roar of engines since 1923. 

From the dirt tracks of old to the modern surfaces, the Circuit des 24 Heures du Mans has come a 

long way, yet is still very much the same.  

 

Through the ages 

The inaugural 24 Hours of Le Mans, in 

1923, was contested on barely 

tarmacked roads along a 17.262-km 

circuit which ran through parts of the 

city. It was the same circuit that had 

been used for the post-World War I 

Grand Prix de l’Automobile Club de 

France. Over the years, the ACO has 

made regular changes to the circuit, 

making it ever safer. Run-off areas have 

been added, chicanes installed to 

reduce speed, bumps ironed out, the 

surface renewed and revolutionary 

SAFER barriers erected. No expense is spared! With the improvements completed in 2018, the circuit 

now measures 13.626 kilometres. 

 

Iconic spots 

Pit Straight  

YESTERDAY: For the first two years, the race started in grid formation. In 1925, the famous Le Mans 

start was instigated with drivers running across the track, jumping in their cars and speeding off (many 

without fastening their safety belts). By 1971, driver safety had become a central issue in motor racing. 

The rolling start was introduced that year and is still in practice today.  



 

TODAY: The surface of the Pit Straight was completely relaid in 2017 (from the Raccordement to La 

Chapelle). At the end of the straight, LMP1s reach 280 kph in sixth gear before negotiating the first 

right-hander – the scene of many overtaking manoeuvres. 

Dunlop Bridge and Curves 

 

YESTERDAY: A landmark of the 24 Hours of Le Mans, the Dunlop Bridge spans the track after the curve 

and chicane of the same name. In 1924, it was just a basic metal footbridge bearing an advertising 

banner. It took the shape of a tyre in 1930 and has gradually evolved into the closed footbridge we 

know today. The Dunlop Curve has been altered several times and in 1987, a left-right chicane was 

added to reduce speed to around 100 kph. 

TODAY: The Dunlop Curve is a large right-hander with a slight downward slope. Drivers take it without 

braking. Just afterwards, they brake hard before the left-right chicane negotiated in second gear at 

100 kph. They can ride the kerb on the inside, but need to be wary of the outside kerb before the 

bridge. 

 

 

 

 



 

Forest Esses 

YESTERDAY: Formerly the Tertre Rouge Esses, this sector is now known as the Forest Esses due to the 

many pine trees dotted around the circuit here. 

TODAY: The downward sloping right-hand Chapel Curve is slightly bumpy and can set a car off balance. 

However, drivers take it fast before braking for the left-right, in third gear. The left-hander is tricky but 

if negotiated well, the right can be taken at speed. The slight rise makes for spectacular images from 

onboard cameras. 

Tertre Rouge 

YESTERDAY: Tertre Rouge was altered in 1979 when the city’s ring road was built. What used to be a 

sharp right-hand turn became a smoother curve. The angle was widened again in 2006. After this 

curve, the circuit enters public roads that are closed to traffic especially for the race. 

TODAY: Tertre Rouge is a key point as it influences entry into the Mulsanne Straight. Braking is light, 

but positioning is vital to come off the bend as fast as possible. 

Mulsanne Straight 

 

YESTERDAY: This is probably the best-known part of the circuit. Roger Dorchy hit 405 kph in a WM P88 

on the Straight in 1988, the highest top speed ever recorded at Le Mans. The record will probably 

never be broken, as two chicanes were installed in 1990. The Mulsanne Straight was also the backdrop 



 

for the spectacular Mercedes CLR “take-offs” in 1999. As a subsequent safety measure, the famous 

Mulsanne bump was removed in 2001. In 2012, the Straight was completely resurfaced. 

TODAY: LMP1s peak at 325 kph, brake sharply 100 m before the first Forza Motorsport chicane and 

drop to second to negotiate one of the most demanding sectors on the circuit.  They accelerate back 

up to 325 kph and brake less than 100 metres before the second chicane, where the track has more 

grip. When the track is dry, this chicane can be taken in third gear at 110 kph.  

 

Mulsanne Corner 

YESTERDAY: The Mulsanne Corner was on the original circuit. In 1956, the signalling pits were moved 

from the Pit Straight to this slow corner as drivers had more time to read them. Marshals assigned to 

the pits must have felt quite isolated as once the race had commenced, they had no way of leaving 

their post. 

TODAY: The Mulsanne Corner is particularly 

impressive, especially at night when you 

can see the cars’ brake discs glowing in the 

dark. The corner has to be taken slowly, yet 

drivers come into the sharp right turn flat 

out off the Mulsanne Straight. It’s the 

biggest test of brake power on the circuit. 

Drivers can go over on the inside to shave 

off a few milliseconds. 

 

Indianapolis 

YESTERDAY: Indianapolis is one of the few corners to have always remained the same. Since 1923, only 

the slope towards the inside has increased, worn away by the cars in the early years before the section 

was tarmacked. The incline explains the name Indianapolis, a US track famous for its banked turns. 

TODAY: Another hard brake. LMP1s approach the turn at close to 320 kph. The banked turn can cause 

wheels to lock so must be taken with caution. The racing line is chosen with regard to the next turn, 

Arnage. 

 

 

 



 

Arnage 

YESTERDAY: Like Indianapolis, Arnage has hardly changed since the inaugural edition. A gravel trap was 

added in 2012 to improve safety. 

TODAY: The slowest corner on the circuit is also the most dreaded. It is similar to Indianapolis, a right 

angle, but in the opposite direction. It is very tempting to come into the turn quickly so as to retain 

speed in the straight before the Porsche Curves but mistakes are costly and the run-off is a gravel trap. 

Porsche Curves 

YESTERDAY: Referred to as the Porsche Curves, this area actually includes the Pont and Karting corners. 

The sector was refurbished in 1972 before major safety work was conducted in 2017 and 2018, 

including the erection of a SAFER barrier to absorb impacts and the creation of run-off areas. The 

alterations have shortened the overall length of the circuit by 3 metres, to 13.626 km. At this point, 

the circuit leaves the public road and enters the closed-off part of the track. The Corvette Curve and 

Maison Blanche straight conclude this section. 

TODAY: Drivers tend to like the quick turns in this section. Braking coming in reduces speed from 300 

to 210 kph. The difference in grip between the public road and the closed circuit can prove hazardous.  

 

Ford Chicanes and the Raccordement 

YESTERDAY: The Maison Blanche straight leads to the last part of the circuit, the Ford Curves and the 

Raccordement. The Ford Curves were added in 1968 and officially opened by Henry Ford in person. 

They were intended to curb speed on the approach to the Pit Straight. When the so-called “new 

portion” of the track was opened in 1972, a left-right zigzag was added after the chicane, before the 

Pit Straight. It was called the Raccordement (French for “Join”) as this is the point where it links up 

with the Bugatti circuit. 

TODAY: LMP1s take these final curves 

on the circuit in second gear. It is 

possible to run over the kerbs here, but 

drivers should beware of damaging the 

car. 

 



 

ENDURANCE – THE PYRAMID 

 

Making endurance an open, accessible discipline 

 

The ACO strives to make endurance accessible to drivers, teams and countries looking to join this 

great sporting adventure. It has introduced the LMP3 class – the level below LMP2 – and continental 

championships for this very purpose. 

 

LMP3: a training ground for future stars 

The class was added in 2015, on the initiative of the ACO. As organiser of the 24 Hours of Le Mans, the 

ACO sees the new class as a stepping-stone towards LMP2 and even LMP1. LMP3 regulations are 

devised to keep the cost of competing to a minimum. The price of the car may not exceed €206,000. 

All cars in the class have the same engine, a normally aspirated 420 bhp Nissan V8 supplied by Oreca. 

X-trac provides the gearbox. For the chassis/body assembly, however, teams can choose from six 

constructors: Adess, Dome, Ginetta, Ligier, Norma and Riley. LMP3s were introduced to the European 

and Asian Le Mans Series in 2015. Last year, they appeared in the United States in support races at 

some of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship rounds. They are also eligible to compete 

alongside GT3s in the Michelin Le Mans Cup. Two 55-minute legs of this competition – dubbed “Road 

to Le Mans” – will in fact be contested on the Thursday and the Saturday morning before the 24 Hours 

of Le Mans, giving contenders a first taste of the eclectic spirit of Le Mans! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

All roads lead to the 24 Hours of Le Mans 

The ACO has established championships across the world with the intention of diversifying the 

competitor base for the FIA World Endurance Championship and revealing new talent. The European 

Le Mans Series (ELMS) and the Asian Le Mans Series (Asian LMS) enable novice drivers to work their 

way up through the ranks. In North America, the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship plays a 

similar role. The best teams in each championship earn an invitation to take part in the next 24 Hours 

of Le Mans. 

European Le Mans Series  

The ACO founded the ELMS – then called the Le Mans Endurance Series – in 2004 and instilled the 

values that underpin the success of the 24 Hours of Le Mans. Originally consisting of 1000-km races 

with the four classes of car eligible for the 24 Hours of Le Mans, the ELMS championship is now made 

up of six 4-hour rounds and is open to LMP2s, LMP3s and LMGTEs. 

The winners of the LMP2 and LMP3 classes, and the winner and runner-up of the LMGTE class, are 

invited to take part in the 24 Hours of Le Mans, if certain conditions are fulfilled. 

Asian Le Mans Series  

The idea for an Asian championship was initially brandished in 1999. After some trial and error, the 

Asian Le Mans Series was finally launched in 2013. The 2018–19 season of this championship, open to 

LMP2, LMP3, GT (LMGTE, GT3 and GT300) and GT Cup (amateur driver) classes, will comprise four 

4-hour races held in China, Japan, Thailand and Malaysia between November 2018 and February 2019. 

Until this year, the winners of the LMP2 and LMP3 classes, and the winner and runner-up of the GT 

class, were awarded an entry into the 24 Hours of Le Mans (subject to conditions). From next year, 

however, the best team in these classes will be joined by the winner of the newly created LMP2 

Amateur trophy. 

IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship 

Formerly known as the American Le Mans Series, this championship began in 1999. Like its Asian 

counterpart, the American championship has undergone several changes over the years. The current 

format is a twelve-round championship featuring races of various lengths, run on the best-known 

circuits in North America. There are three classes of car in this championship: Prototype (LMP2 or 

equivalent), GT Le Mans (LMGTE Pro) and GT Daytona (GT3 sportscars modified for racing, but to a 

lesser extent than LMGTEs). 

Two teams from the North American championship, whose drivers have won the Bob Akin and Jim 

Trueman trophies awarded to the best amateur drivers, are designated by the IMSA to contest the 

following year’s 24 Hours of Le Mans (in LMP2 and LMGTE Am).  



 

WHO’S WHO IN THE WORLD OF ENDURANCE 

  

Who does what at the 24 Hours of Le Mans? 

Although the drivers are the stars of the show, there are plenty of others involved in the race, 

often backstage. They contribute to making the 24 Hours of Le Mans the iconic race that it is. 

The teams 

The drivers  

As with all motorsports, drivers play a key role: it is 

their responsibility to be the fastest, most reliable 

competitor. They must also provide an analysis of the 

car’s behaviour for engineers to tweak the settings. At 

Le Mans, three drivers take turns behind the wheel, 

splitting the 24 hours between them. This implies 

plenty of teamwork and settings that suit different 

drivers. 

 

The team manager 

Team managers coordinate, organise and manage. They play a vital role in orchestrating teamwork. 

They endeavour to get the best from each team member, pushing them to their limits yet accounting 

for temperament. As well as managing human resources, the manager is also the spokesperson and 

represents the team at official meetings. Some are also responsible for managing the finances and 

some actually own the team. 

 

The mechanics 

Mechanics are responsible for preparing a car for a race and for repairs during the event. Repairs 

may just involve pounding out bodywork after a bump, but can also be more technical, such as a 

change of brake discs. Another huge responsibility is the pit stops. Since 2016, to keep a cap on costs 

for the teams, there has been a limit on how many mechanics can intervene during a pit stop. And 

there has been a change to the regulations this year: to give this feature of the race more interest for 

spectators, tyre changes are now authorised during refuelling. 

 



 

Mechanics are specially trained and each have a specific role. 

- One person mans the fire extinguisher, from the moment the car enters the garage, until it 

leaves. 

- Two refuel, one holds the pipe while the other opens and closes the valve. 

- Four mechanics – working in pairs – change the wheels: one operates the pneumatic air gun, 

a maximum of two of which are permitted, while the other takes care of the wheels 

themselves. The operation requires excellent physical fitness – a wheel weighs over 20 kg 

and a wheel gun 6 kg! 

- Mechanics also repair or clean the car: lamps, windscreen, wing mirrors, number plate, air 

ducts, radiators, cameras etc. 

- Cockpit operators help drivers in and out of the car. 

- Technicians check tyre wear and pressure and brake pads. 

 

 

 



 

The engineers  

Like most road cars these days, modern racing cars are full of electronics to monitor the mechanical 

elements and change settings. In a 24-hour race, conditions change constantly – tyres wear, rain sets 

in, there is more or less traffic on track – and settings must be adapted in consequence – and that’s 

the engineers’ job. Each car has its own team of engineers, headed by a chief engineer who defines 

the strategy and oversees the pit stops, checks tyres and fuel consumption. 

 

The Race Organisers 

 

Race Control  

The 24 Hours of Le Mans has a Race 

Director, a Clerk of the Course and two 

Assistant Clerks. It is their job to make 

sure the race goes off without a hitch. 

When there is a track incident, they 

analyse the information provided over 

the radio by the track marshal and scan 

any videos that are available. The Race 

Director decides on the action to be 

taken, from a yellow flag to halting the 

race. 

A Stewards’ Panel decides on the penalty to be applied, if necessary. The chairperson of the five-

strong Panel presides at every FIA World Endurance Championship race. Race Control sends short 

messages to teams via the timing screen or contacts team managers via radio. The latter is a one-way 

channel only as teams may only respond via written messages. 

 

 



 

 

The marshals  

 

Marshals are the guardian angels of the 24 Hours of Le Mans. They ensure safety on and around the 

track. Each year some 1,400 volunteers offer their services. They are specially trained to monitor 

every inch of the 13.626-km circuit. They may be assigned to signalling (waving a flag to warn drivers 

of a change in track conditions or a hazard) or to track interventions. Whenever an incident occurs, 

they inform the head of their sector, who sends a message to Race Control, who in turn decides on 

the procedure to be followed. 

Marshals may also enter the track – something that requires special training. Fast action without 

panic is vital for marshals who may be required to get a driver out of a car, deal with fire or remove 

debris from the track. Some marshals are responsible for ensuring that teams obey regulations. As 

such, marshals are also posted in the pits to oversee procedures. 

 

 

 

 



 

The head doctor  

The head doctor is responsible for all medical interventions during the race. In the event of an 

accident, he or she will send for emergency services if necessary. The emergency services include a 

first-aid vehicle, an ambulance, a fire engine and an extrication vehicle. At the scene, the head doctor 

assesses the situation and issues the necessary instructions. If the driver is injured, he or she is taken 

to the medical centre which at Le Mans comprises two treatment rooms, an intensive care unit and a 

post-trauma room. The head doctor is also in charge of the spectators’ medical centre, which has a 

specific team. In all, 500 medical staff work during the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 

The Grand Marshal and Official Starter 

Each year, two well-known personalities are 

invited to take on the roles of Grand Marshal 

(a recent tradition since 2013) and Official 

Starter (since 2004) at the 24 Hours of Le 

Mans. The job of Grand Marshal is assigned to 

a driver who embodies the spirit of the 24 

Hours of Le Mans. He or she represents the 

values of the iconic race before the spectators, 

media, teams and pilots during Race Week, 

then drives the lead car during the formation 

lap on the big day. After Henri Pescarolo, Allan 

McNish, Tom Kristensen, Alexander Wurz and 

Mark Webber, Jacky Ickx will take on this role 

this year. With six Le Mans victories to his 

name, Ickx is the second most successful driver 

in the race’s history, after nine-time winner 

Kristensen. 

Another special responsibility at the race is lowering the French flag to start the race. Several 

distinguished personalities have already enjoyed this honour (Jean-Loup Chrétien, Jean-Claude Killy, 

Jean Todt, Fernando Alonso and Brad Pitt), which this year goes to tennis superstar Rafael Nadal. 

The commentator  

The race commentator is the voice of the 24 Hours of Le Mans. His familiar strains can be heard all 

weekend, informing and updating spectators on the race. Aided by two accomplices, it is his job to 

provide detailed commentary off-the-cuff, for the full duration of the race – no easy task, especially 

when nothing particular is happening! Fortunately, at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, lulls are few and far 

between! 

 



 

 

Who else? 

The media  

The 24 Hours of Le Mans is famous the world over. Journalists come from all over the world to cover 

the event. Some 1,300 journalists come from over 40 different countries to provide live coverage. No 

fewer than 30 television networks broadcast the race to a potential 110 million viewers in 190 

countries. Of course, internet streaming is fast becoming the preferred channel for following the live 

action. During the race, 900,000 single visitors log on to lemans.org and the event has 1,070,000 

Facebook fans, 137,000 Instagram subscribers and 378,000 Twitter followers. 

 

The spectators  

The 24 Hours of Le Mans is more than a sporting event, it’s a family outing. Its popularity has never 

dwindled. Last year, the race attracted 258,500 spectators. Everyone has their own way of doing Le 

Mans. Many fans camp on site for the whole week and revel in being so close to the action. Others 

enjoy wandering around, looking at the visitors’ classic cars, sampling the wares and enjoying the 

exhibitions in the race village. 

 


