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Facts and Figures of the   
24 Hours of Le Mans 

 
A race that lasts 24 hours stretches many limits. The 95-year-long history of the 24 Hours of Le Mans 
is full of extraordinary feats. These figures help appreciate the magnitude of the race. 
 
 

High-Performance Culture 
 
251.882 kph 
The average speed of the fastest lap in the history of the 24 Hours of Le Mans, recorded in 2017 by 
Kamui Kobayashi in the Toyota TS050 Hybrid during qualifying. He completed the 13.629-km lap in 
3:14.791. 
 
 
405 kph 
The top speed attained on the circuit by Roger Dorchy in a WM P88 on the Mulsanne Straight in 1988. 
This record has little chance of ever being broken as two chicanes have been installed on the straight 
since then. 
 
5410.713 km 
The longest distance covered in the 24 hours (397 laps of the circuit), by the Audi R15+ TDI that won 
the race in 2010 in the hands of Romain Dumas, Timo Bernhard and Mike Rockenfeller. 
 
1,000 hp 
The maximum output of the Toyota TS050 Hybrid LMP1 which has a twin-turbo internal combustion 
engine and two electric motors.  

 
 
878 kg 
The minimum weight for an LMP1 hybrid, which is the same as a Smart Fortwo!  
  



 

Impressive Records 
 
9 wins (driver) 
The record number of outright victories for a driver is held by Tom Kristensen, known as Mr Le Mans, 
who contended the race from 1997 to 2014. 
 
33 participations 
The record for the most Le Mans races is held by Henri Pescarolo, who entered a further 12 times as 
manager of Pescarolo Sport. 
 
19 wins (constructor) 
The number of victories for Porsche at the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 
Audi is next, with 13 victories.  
 
 
 

Race Trivia 
 
20 metres, 120 metres or a hair’s breadth 
Two Ford GT40s crossed the line within 20 metres of each other in the 1966 race. However, the finish 
was rigged, the drivers of the sister cars merely following instructions. The real closest-run finish in the 
history of Le Mans 24 Hours was in 1969 when, after a thrilling race, Jacky Ickx beat Hans Hermann 
with 120 metres to spare.   
 
349.808 km 
The biggest gap between the winner and the runner-up. In 1927, Benjafield and Davis streaked ahead 
in the Bentley and left De Victor and Hasley almost 350 km behind in the Salmson. 
 
8 
The biggest sweep of the top places by cars of the same brand. Porsche pulled off the feat in 1983, 
taking the top eight places with the 956. 
 
22 years and 4 months 
Alexander Wurz’s age when he won his first Le Mans 24 Hours at his first attempt, in 1996. The oldest 
winner was Luigi Chinetti who claimed victory aged 47 and 11 months. 
 
 
  



 

Worldwide Acclaim 
 
258,500 
The number of spectators last year, 27% of whom came from overseas. 

 
 
110 
In millions, the TV audience across 190 countries. The race attracts 46.8 million viewers in France. 
 
4,554 
The number of hours of TV time in total. End to end, the coverage of 117 channels amounts to over 6 
months! 
 
1,070,000 
The number of fans of the @24HeuresduMans bilingual Facebook page. Some 377,000 subscribe to 
the race Twitter accounts and 135,000 follow Instagram posts. 
 
1,225 
The number of accredited journalists who attend the event, representing 660 media outlets from 45 
countries. 


