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Pierre Fillon, 
President of the Automobile Club de l’Ouest

The Automobile Club de l’Ouest has been a prime mover in the local community since 

1906, as well as a testing ground for innovative solutions for the mobility of the future. 

Our commitment is underpinned by three founding principles and meets 12 of the 

United Nations’ 17 Sustainable Development Goals.

In recent years, we as a society have had a wake-up call concerning the climate and its 

implications, which has led to a serious rethink where mobility is concerned. At the ACO 

we do not believe that motoring goes against the grain. On the contrary, it has a part 

to play in the transition, and can even lead the way. 

Our race has long been a testing ground for innovations that have improved mobility 

for all. There are numerous examples of technological transfer from race to road and 

the relevance of the 24 Hours of Le Mans in that respect is undisputed. By developing 

the technology of tomorrow for the track, constructors gain valuable experience and 

know-how that ultimately benefits the everyday motorist. Hybrid technology, safety 

standards and sustainable fuels, including hydrogen, are just a few of the technology 

advancements that endurance racing has helped make possible. Racing demands 

expert design and engineering, which is then reflected in road cars. 

With sustainable development now a pressing issue – a demand even, on the part of the 

general public – and rightly so – we are making sure that we consider the implications 

for the environment and society in everything we do. 

These commitments and the changes they entail serve to further our contribution to 

sustainable mobility.
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THE STORY
For almost a century, the 24 Hours of Le Mans has urged 

manufacturers to innovate for the benefit of future motorists. 

The quest for performance has always embraced reliability and 

safety. The ground-breaking innovations of the past have shaped 

today’s commitment to sustainable mobility. MissionH24, which 

aims to bring hydrogen to the 24 Hours of Le Mans, exemplifies 

a strategy for the future that has its roots in a fertile history. We 

invite you to delve into this history.

INNOVATION AT THE HEART OF THE 24 HOURS

“A testing ground for technology”. This and similar expressions capture 

perfectly what the 24 Hours of Le Mans is all about. A quick flick through 

the history books reveals that many innovations introduced for the race 

subsequently found their way into the average motorist’s car. From the 

electric wipers and fog lamps of yesteryear to hybrid technology and hydrogen 

fuel cells, these innovations have focused not only on performance but also 

on safety and sustainable mobility. The 2012 race was a milestone in the 

event’s history. With the advent of Garage 56 devoted to new technologies, 

research engineers could now break the chains imposed by the rulebook 

and give free rein to their imagination. In 2021, the 24 Hours of Le Mans 

introduced the Sustainable Endurance Award by DHL to reward competitors’ 

commitment to Social & Environmental Responsibility, in particular their 

year-on-year progress. This year’s race saw further initiatives in the shape 

of Excellium Racing 100, a renewable fuel developed by TotalEnergies and 

the launch of the Green Experience for spectators.
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01 02 03

ENGAGEMANS - 
COMMITMENTS FOR 
THE FUTURE

ENGAGEMANS -
COMMITMENTS FOR THE PLANET  

The first of the three areas covers the steps 

we are taking to combat the climate crisis. We 

adopted a sustainable development approach 

several decades ago, but we now have a clear 

mission: to contribute to a collective effort to 

reduce carbon emissions. Our Race to 2030 

programme aims to achieve carbon neutrality 

and a 30% reduction in CO2 emissions by 2030.

Our hydrogen programme is part of our vision 
and an example of our commitment.  

ENGAGEMANS -
COMMITMENTS FOR A 

RESPONSIBLE ECONOMY

The second area is key to event organisation. 

From sustainable management to our 

contribution to local economies, we consider 

the impact of everything we do.  

The whole ACO setup benefits from this 
commitment. 

ENGAGEMANS -
COMMITMENT FOR ALL

Solidarity and caring for others have always 

been important to us. Giving back is part of 

the essence of the 24 Hours of Le Mans. The 

third aspect is the promotion of a fairer, more 

inclusive, responsible, and caring society. 

It corresponds to an overriding priority at ACO: 
putting people first.

Since the club was founded in 1906, the Automobile Club de l’Ouest has 

always placed the values of solidarity and mutual aid at the heart of its 

development. 

In 2021, we formalised our commitments to sustainable development with a 

three-pronged approach.  
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ENGAGEMANS –
COMMITMENTS FOR THE PLANET 
RACE TO 2030 GREEN EXPERIENCESUSTAINABLE

ENDURANCE AWARD HYDROGEN
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ENGAGEMANS -
COMMITMENTS FOR THE PLANET 

RACE TO 2030RACE TO 2030

In line with the CSR strategy announced in June 2021, Stéphane Darracq, 

General Manager of the ACO, presented the 24 Hours of Le Mans carbon 

footprint at this year’s event. In 2019, the race generated over 36,000 

tonnes of CO2. We identified areas of improvement and have set about 

achieving carbon neutrality by 2030, with the aim of reducing emissions 

by 30%. The project is known as Race to 2030. 

As of this year, the 24 Hours of Le Mans field runs on renewable fuel, 
Excellium Raacing 100, significantly reducing the impact of the race. The 

share of tyres and fuel has fallen, from 2.5% to 1.4% of total emissions.

At the same time, manufacturers are working on reducing tyre carbon 

emissions. Michelin has developed a tyre composed of 53% biosourced 

materials, currently being tested on the H24 prototype. 

CARBON CONTRIBUTION

We have embarked on an ambitious carbon neutrality programme, including 

projects capable of capturing 25,000 tonnes of CO2 per annum by 2030.

Planting trees along the Bugatti Circuit and expanding green spaces is 

part of this effort. Since 2017, we have planted over 550 trees around 

the track. In a similar vein, the Carbon Forest programme involves local 

woodland conservation.  

The carbon contribution initiative will continue into 2023 and beyond.

SPECTATORS
>  64,4% 

TEAMS AND MANUFACTURERS
>  21,7% 

SUPPLIERS, MEDIA, VOLUNTEERS, OFFICIALS
> 9,3% 

CIRCUIT AND ORGANIZERS
> 4,6% 

WHICH FUEL + TIRES
>  2,5% in 2019  >  1,4% in 2022 

CARBON NEUTRALITY GOAL
30% reduction in emissions

The remaining 70% offset

ECOACT’S CARBON FOOTPRINT FOR THE 2019 24 HOURS OF LE MANS
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ENGAGEMANS -
COMMITMENTS FOR
THE PLANET 

SUSTAINABLE ENDURANCE AWARDSUSTAINABLE ENDURANCE AWARD

In 2021, the ACO introduced an SER Prize at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, 

rewarding competitors’ commitment to Social & Environmental 

Responsibility where the race is concerned. The trophy was awarded to 

WRT in 2021 and to Ferrari AF Corse in 2022. Pipo Derani won a special 

prize for his charity work with artist Jisbar. 

The aim of the award is to encourage competitors to play a part in 

preserving the planet and its inhabitants through positive innovation. 

WRT’s Drive Fast, Act Faster programme and Ferrari AF Corse’s 
commitment to ISO certification are excellent examples to follow.
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ENGAGEMANS -
COMMITMENTS FOR
THE PLANET 

GREEN EXPERIENCEGREEN EXPERIENCE

The 24 Hours of Le Mans has long been associated with innovation. At this year’s race, 

the 90th, we introduced spectators to the Green Experience, a fun way of promoting 

sustainable development. Three interconnected initiatives – Green Ticket, Green 

Challenge and Green Fan Zone – focused on/highlighted our social responsibility 

commitments to racegoers.

01 02 03THE GREEN TICKET

For the first time ever, a motor racing event 

urged spectators to travel to the venue on 

public transport (train/tram), by bicycle or in a 

low-emission vehicle (hybrid or electric). Over 

two thousand ticketholders who fulfilled the 

criteria took up the offer of a Green Ticket and 

its numerous advantages. 

The club will continue to reward ecological 
behaviour in the coming years.

THE GREEN CHALLENGE

With the Green Challenge, a pioneering 
initiative in motorsport, we set racegoers 12 
environmental protection tasks to complete 

via an exclusive 24 Hours of Le Mans application. 

Spectators become spect’actors by adopting 

ecologically responsible behaviour.

Over 600 people rose to the challenge and 
five won a ride in the MissionH24 prototype! 

THE GREEN FAN ZONE

This hydrogen and solar-powered area 

demonstrated a taste of the trackside experience 

to come: healthy eating, responsible catering, 

waste reduction, sustainable development, and 

renewable, zero-emission energy. 
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HYDROGEN
THE AUTOMOBILE CLUB DE L’OUEST 
PLUS HYDROGEN = ACO H2

RACING :
MISSIONH24

MOBILITY: H2OUEST 
LEADING THE WAY
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HYDROGEN

THE AUTOMOBILE CLUB DE L’OUEST PLUS HY-THE AUTOMOBILE CLUB DE L’OUEST PLUS 
HYDROGEN = ACO H2

The ACO’s hydrogen strategy is part of our commitment to the energy 

transition crucial to safeguard the planet. In the past few years, we have 

been involved in the promotion of hydrogen as a safe, efficient, versatile 

fuel and a solution for zero-emission mobility. The ACO H2 division is 

exploring two avenues: racing and mobility, from prototypes to HGVs. 

The planet needs defending from all angles.
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HYDROGEN

RACING: MISSIONH24RACING: MISSIONH24

In 2018, the ACO joined forces with electric-hydrogen technology expert 

GreenGT to launch MissionH24, an ambitious project to see a class of 

hydrogen-powered prototypes in a position to win the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 

A world first! Creating a new class from scratch is a huge undertaking that 

involves writing a rulebook, inventing a refuelling system, planning and 

implementing a development schedule, and more. Several world class 

partners have joined the project: TotalEnergies, Michelin, Symbio, Plastic 

Omnium, Diestmann, Esssilor and Richard Mille. Some contribute expertise, 

others their views on strategy. All share the project’s founding values. The 

LMPH2G run by the H24Racing team was the first prototype of its kind to 

take part in the Michelin Le Mans Cup and to refuel thanks to the mobile 

filling station devised by TotalEnergies. The sleek machine emits just 0.6-

0.8 litres of water per kilometre. H24, the next prototype built on the back 

of the LMPH2G’s experience, is designed for performance. At the same time, 

several carmakers are exploring the possibility of competing in endurance 

racing using the same technology. It is feasible to race the 24 Hours of 

Le Mans in a hydrogen-powered car. It has the required performance, 

efficiency, and quick refuelling to hold its own against fossil fuels. 

Motor racing has always driven innovation. Race conditions are 

the ultimate test of reliability. So, it is only logical to see the 

ACO introduce the automotive world to hydrogen. What better 

platform than the 24 Hours of Le Mans?
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MOBILITY: H2OUEST LEADING THE WAYMOBILITY: H2OUEST LEADING THE WAY

The ACO’s hydrogen strategy extends beyond the circuit. It applies 

to a broad array of everyday mobility solutions. Widespread green 

hydrogen production and use requires a distribution network. The ACO 

is therefore part of the H2Ouest project group with Vendée Energie, 

Sydev, Lhyfe and Le Mans Métropole, with the support of the Pays de la 

Loire regional council. H2Ouest is building green hydrogen fuel stations 

and production sites throughout the region. The ACO filling station led 

the way. Located near the aerodrome in Le Mans, the station currently 

supplies the local bus system, refuse collection vehicles and company 

fleets and will open to the public later.

This year the race village was powered by H2 generators, and the 

organisers use a Toyota Mirai (hydrogen fuel cell vehicle) for business 

travel. Several projects in collaboration with start-ups are in the pipeline.

The ACO is working with the European Commission on the topic of 

hydrogen, contributing to local, national and international initiatives on 

refuelling, training, drawing up standards and raising awareness.

Following on from the November 2019 letter of intention co-signed 

with FCH JU and Hydrogen Europe, the ACO received a visit from Mariya 

Gabriel, European Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, 

Education and Youth. As part of our mission, we offer training and 

information sessions on road safety, environmental protection and the importance of 

low-carbon transport, starting now. Being passionate about cars does not mean being 

irresponsible.

HYDROGEN
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ENGAGEMANS – COMMITMENTS 
FOR A RESPONSIBLE ECONOMY
RESPONSIBLE CATERING RESPONSIBLE MERCHANDISE LOCAL IMPACT
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ENGAGEMANS – COMMITMENTS
FOR A RESPONSIBLE ECONOMY

RESPONSIBLE 
CATERINGFARM TO FORK, WASTE REDUCTION AND STANDARDS

Our commitment to responsible catering includes reducing our carbon 

footprint and encouraging farm-to-fork systems which rely on local producers.

We have been working for many years with committed caterers, such as the 

ISO 20121-certified Renaud Traiteur. This international standard for sustainable 

event management was developed to promote responsible consumption and 

diminish the negative effects on local public services and infrastructures.

Our Race to 2030 programme goes even further. We will be increasing our local 

sourcing, the share of reusable containers and clamping down on food waste 

while encouraging the reuse of organic waste.

For instance, we replaced single-use plastic cups with reusable “Ecocups” 

back in 2010, saving some 40 tonnes (2900 m3) of plastic to date.

We have been working for many years with Tri-porteurs, an association 

that won a sustainable event award thanks to its collection and recycling 

programme during the 2021 24 Hours of Le Mans.

In 2022 we launched two new initiatives. First, the Ecotable label, a long-term 

CSR commitment for the catering sector. The second involves increasing the 

share of local produce, including in our purchases from wholesalers. 
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ENGAGEMANS – COMMITMENTS
FOR A RESPONSIBLE ECONOMY

RESPONSIBLE
CATERING

In 2019 we struck up a partnership with nationwide food bank Les Restos du 

Coeur, donating leftover food during events. In the first year, some 1567 kg 

were collected and distributed to local people in need. In 2021, the total rose to 

4500 kg. By the end of this year, the club and the teams that participate in our 

events will have donated over 20,000 kg of food to the charity.  

This year, the partnership was extended, and the Restos du Coeur set up a 

distribution centre next to the circuit, enabling rapid distribution within Le 

Mans and beyond. By the end of this year, the site will also boast a community 

garden.

The fight against food waste also found another outlet in Pain Contre La Faim, 

a local charity which collects unsold bread to make breadcrumbs. 

RESTOS DU CŒUR
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ENGAGEMANS – COMMITMENTS
FOR A RESPONSIBLE ECONOMY

We aim to sell products that match our responsible approach.  We have recently 

taken more steps in that direction, with the adoption of a new goodies policy.

In line with our CSR strategy, our promotional merchandise will be exclusively 

made in Europe and wherever possible, be part of a circular economy.

In June this year, we launched our first range of responsible products: the 

Legend capsule. The range was launched at the 24 Hours of Le Mans. Over 20 

products are made of ecological materials or form part of a circular economy. 

We will be extending the approach in forthcoming seasons, moving towards a 

product offer in total harmony with our CSR commitments.

We already have an eco-designed bracelet, made in France, the proceeds of 

which are donated to charity. In 2021 we made the donation to Rire Médecin. In 

2022, the proceeds are helping to fund breast cancer research, via the charity 

Ruban Rose. 

RESPONSIBLE MERCHANDISE  RESPONSIBLE MERCHANDISE  

ISO 20400 
In 2022 we began working with AFNOR to assess our preferred suppliers. 

Applying ISO 20400 guidelines, we evaluate our partners’ CSR.
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ENGAGEMANS – COMMITMENTS
FOR A RESPONSIBLE ECONOMY

TOURISMTOURISM

Mention “Le Mans” to anyone and they immediately think of the legendary 24-

hour race that draws hundreds of thousands of spectators every year.

Surrounding villages that have given their name to some of the circuit’s iconic 

points – such as Mulsanne and Arnage – are known all over the world. Le Mans 

and the Automobile Club de l’Ouest are also home to a museum visited by 124,000 

people annually (2019 figure). The ACO also has several stores throughout 

France and five permanent tracks, including three devoted to karting. In 2019 

over 33,000 sessions were held at the Karting des 24 Heures du Mans.

These year-round activities are key components of local tourism. Meanwhile, the 

24 Hours of Le Mans gives the city a global outreach for several days every year.
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ENGAGEMANS – 
COMMITMENT FOR ALL
WOMEN AT LE MANS

ACCESSIBILITY & DISABILITY     

SUPPORTING CHARITIES INCLUSION

DRIVER TRAINING VOLUNTEERS
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This commitment to parity goes 

beyond the racetrack. The ACO has 

signed a corporate agreement to 

promote gender equality in the 

workplace. Its index in 2020 was 

99/100. This year we hosted the FIA 

Women in Motorsport forum. 20

ENGAGEMANS –
COMMITMENT FOR ALL

The 24 Hours of Le Mans has always been a step ahead of the 

game. Going as far back as 1935, ten women lined up for the start 

of the world’s greatest endurance race.

WOMEN AT LE MANSWOMEN AT LE MANS

There are not many sporting events where women and men compete on 

equal footing. Since 1923, 64 women of 15 nationalities have started the 24 

Hours of Le Mans, including 26 all-female line-ups. Odette Siko and Marguerite 

Mareuse were the pioneers when they took to the grid in 1930. In 2021, for the 

first time, the World Endurance Championship welcomed two all-women line-

ups. This year, we celebrated a mixed driver crew with young French driver 

Lilou Wadoux sharing the wheel with two men: eight-time World Rally Drivers’ 

champion Sébastien Ogier and Charles Milesi.
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The Automobile Club de l’Ouest has placed the values of solidarity 

and mutual aid at the heart of its development since 1906. Giving 

back is part of the essence of the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

ENGAGEMANS –
COMMITMENT FOR ALL

MÉCÉNAT CHIRURGIE CARDIAQUEMÉCÉNAT CHIRURGIE CARDIAQUE

The 24 Hours of Le Mans has been helping raise funds for the Mécénat Chirurgie 

Cardiaque charity for over ten years. This charity, which was set up in 1996 by 

Professor Francine Leca, brings children with heart malformations to France 

for operations when they cannot be treated in their home country due to a 

lack of funding or facilities.

Since 2009, 100 children have undergone life-saving surgery thanks to this 

partnership. Many fund-raising operations are held throughout the year, 

including a tombola, the sale of charity merchandise, and the 24-hour “Heart-

a-thon”, to aid this worthy cause. The 2021 Valentine’s Day heart-a-thon won 

a publicity award

EngagEMans – coMMitMEnts for thE futurE

A word from 
Pierre Fillon

EngageMans – 
Commitment

for all
The story Standards and 

certifications Contacts
EngageMans – 

Commitments for 
the planet

Hydrogen
EngageMans – 

Commitments for a 
responsible economy

EngageMans – 
Commitments for 

the future

Ph
ot

o 
: ©

 R
ém

i B
lo

m
m

e



Ph
ot

o 
: ©

 A
nt

on
in

 V
IN

CE
N

T 
(A

CO
)

22

ENGAGEMANS –
COMMITMENT FOR ALL

COEUR DE PILOTE

FRANCE UKRAINE

CŒUR DE PILOTE

Since 2018, the Le Mans 24 Hours motorcycle race has played host to the Cœur 

De Pilote association. Founded in 2016, Cœur De Pilote’s patron is SERT Team 

Manager, Damien Saulnier. It invites children with serious diseases to enjoy 

some amazing experiences, such as a ride around the track, a day behind the 

scenes with a team, and so on.

FRANCE UKRAINE

This year we organised a collection of emergency supplies to be sent to 

Ukraine. Staff donated 84 foodstuffs, 131 medicines or hygiene products, 51 

childcare products, as well as 250kg of clothing to Secours Populaire.

At the 24 Hours of Le Mans, we auctioned signed Ukrainian flags in support of 

the Ukrainian people. 

We were also pleased to welcome two Ukrainians to our digital and CSR teams. 

The ACO welcomes and supports charitable causes and 

associations at many events. as Cœur de Pilote and France 

Ukraine.
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ENGAGEMANS –
COMMITMENT FOR ALL

Thanks to our ongoing partnership with Études et Chantiers, which began in 

1995, we have built an insertion programme for the long-term unemployed, 

helping some 600 people reintegrate the workplace. In 2021, 34 people were 

trained in technical and green space maintenance.

"Working at Études et Chantiers has allowed me to retire more serenely. I would 

have liked to have stayed on to work with the circuit team in conjunction with 

the ACO’s technical department! There was a mutual trust between us."
Bernard, multi-skilled employee, maintenance team

The ACO works closely with ESAT Le Circuit. Founded in 1964, this establishment 

promotes the integration of people with disabilities into working environments. 

For the 24 Hours of Le Mans, it customises clothing such as overalls and fire 

suits. The ACO works with the establishment all year round, however. For 

example, our Christmas chocolates are made at ESAT Le Circuit!

INCLUSIONINCLUSION
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ENGAGEMANS –
COMMITMENT FOR ALL

ACCESSIBILITY & DISABILITY
This commitment can be summed up in one name: Frédéric Sausset. In 2016, he 

became the first quadruple amputee to take part and finish the 24 Hours of Le 

Mans. In 2021, he returned as Manager of a team comprising two drivers with 

disabilities. Sausset and the ACO have also set up a partnership within the 

scope of the “Critérium du Jeune Conducteur” initiative to promote access to 

road safety training for youngsters with disabilities. A car has been specially 

designed for children with motor disabilities.

Since 2017 the disability cause has also been taken up on two wheels with 

the International Bridgestone Handy Race. This competition for riders with 

disabilities was held as a curtain-raiser to the 24H Motos in 2021.

Spectators have not been forgotten either. Since 2010, the ACO has been active 

in making access to the racetrack and its infrastructures easier for people with 

reduced mobility. We shall continue striving to give visitors with disabilities 

the best possible race experience.

ACCESSIBILITY & DISABILITY
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ENGAGEMANS –
COMMITMENT FOR ALL

The Automobile Club de l’Ouest organises a wide variety of driver training 

courses including modules on ecodriving. Our aim is to train drivers to act 

responsibly by protecting the environment, by the value attributed to their 

journeys and also during those journeys through the ecodriving techniques 

taught. We put over 40 years of experience into our training sessions to teach 

thousands of learners every year all about ecodriving and prevention.

The “Critérium du Jeune Conducteur”, created in 1957, is a fun learning 

programme designed to teach children aged 7 to 14 the basic rules of road 

safety. The ACO is a major player when it comes to raising awareness of road 

safety issues and fostering responsible attitudes among youngsters from an 

early age.

DRIVER TRAININGDRIVER TRAINING
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ENGAGEMANS –
COMMITMENT FOR ALL

The 24 Hours of Le Mans could not take place without our 2,000 volunteers. 

Track marshals, medical staff and car park attendants, to name but a few 

of the roles, are all hugely appreciated. They receive due acknowledgement 

of their work by way of a volunteer pack, and we are particularly attentive 

to their requirements. This year, local company Bordeau Chesnel organised a 

special “thank you” campaign for the event volunteers. 

VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS
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LABELS AND 
CHARTERS

The French classic endurance race has an FIA 2-star environmental 
rating, and we are aiming to earn the third star next year.

The 24 Hours of Le Mans has signed a charter comprising 15 
commitments, drawn up by the French Ministry of Sport and WWF 

France.

The Bugatti Circuit ranks fourth (3 “trophies” out of a maximum 4) in 

the Sustainable Circuits Index, which assesses the performance of 

over 100 circuits worldwide.

Last year, the Golf des 24 Heures was awarded a silver biodiversity 
label for the protection of flora and fauna on the course. 
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http://www.sustainablemotorsportindex.com/sci-2022-download 
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CONTACTS
ANNE-LAURE VIGNERON
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATION

JEAN-BAPTISTE SCHMIDT
PRESS AND CONTENT MANAGER

+33 (0)6 12 27 71 01

http://www.lemans.org
mailto:medias%40lemans.org?subject=
medias@lemans.org
http://www.lemans.org
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