
 

 

 

 

 

Chase Carey 

2017 24 Hours of Le Mans Race Starter 
 

On 23 January, when Liberty Media took over the Formula One 

Group, 62-year-old Chase Carey became the most powerful 

man in F1 Grand Prix Motor Racing. After graduating with an 

MBA from the prestigious Harvard Business School, Chase 

started at Fox Television in 1988 where he worked his way up 

to Chief Executive Officer. 

In the early 1990s, Carey demonstrated his astute negotiating 

skills when he persuaded Fox founder Rupert Murdoch to acquire the broadcasting rights for the 

National Football League (NFL) which, up to that point, had been televised by CBS. This proved to be a 

master stroke as it gave the network the impetus needed to challenge NBC, ABC and CBS. As a former 

rugby player during his university years and a fan of NFL franchise New York Giants, the all-round sports 

fan played a key role in launching Fox Sports Net in 1997. 

In June 2011, Murdoch put Carey in charge of the News Corporation media group. Two years later, he 

was appointed COO of Twenty-First Century Fox, before becoming executive co-chairman in 2015. He 

resigned the following year just as Liberty Media, owned by US telecommunications and cable magnate 

John Malone, entered talks with CVC Capital Partners with a view to buying out Formula One. In 

September 2016, Carey began negotiations in earnest before finalising the takeover in January 2017. 

 



 

 

 

 

Mark Webber 
2017 Grand Marshal 

 

In 2017 Mark Webber will follow in the footsteps of Henri 
Pescarolo, Allan McNish, Tom Kristensen and Alexander 
Wurz as he has been appointed Grand Marshal for the 
85th Le Mans 24 Hours.   

In a career in single-seaters and endurance which recalls 
those of drivers in the 1970s, Mark Webber has built up 
one of the best sets of results in motor racing in the last 
25 years.   

After beginning in karts in his home country, Australia, he 
decided to seek his fortune in England, the Promised 
Land for young drivers searching for glory in single-seater 

racing. He climbed the rungs on the ladder in methodical fashion with victories in the Formula Ford 
Festival, Formula 3 and Formula 3000. He came to Le Mans in 1998 and 1999 as a works Mercedes-
Benz driver. He retired in 1998 and the following year he withdrew from the race after two 
spectacular somersaults in practice and in the warm-up in his CLR.  

In 2002, he finished his first Formula 1 Grand Prix in fifth place in front of his home crowd in 
Melbourne, but he had to wait until 2009 to score the first of his nine victories, all with Red Bull 
Racing on some of the legendary circuits in motor sport including Monaco, Silverstone, Interlagos 
and the Nürburgring. In 2013, he ended his career in F1 with second place on the podium in the 
Brazilian Grand Prix after having already announced his move to the FIA World Endurance 
Championship (FIA WEC), to drive for Porsche on the German manufacturer’s return to the LM P1 
category with its new 919 Hybrid.   

He teamed up with German Timo Bernhard and Brendon Hartley from New Zealand and celebrated 
the make’s return to Le Mans in 2014 by being in the lead late on Sunday morning. Unfortunately, 
the trio had to retire on what would have been a fairy-tale comeback for Porsche. The following year 
Mark scored his best result in the Le Mans 24 Hours with second place. A month later he achieved his 
maiden victory in the FIA WEC at the Nürburgring where he had won his first F1 grand prix six years 
earlier. For Mark, Timo and Brendon it was the start of four victories on the bounce, which 
culminated in the trio winning the 2015 World Endurance Championship Drivers’ title.  

In 2016, they again scored the most victories (4) in the FIA WEC, but at Le Mans they could only 
manage a 13th-place finish and they ended the  

year fourth in the drivers title chase. In October a few weeks after celebrating his 40th birthday (he 
was born on 27th August 1976), the gritty Australian announced that he was hanging up his helmet 
at the end of the season. As in F1 three years earlier he brought down the curtain on his career with 
a top-3 finish (third) in the Bahrain 6 Hours.   



 

 

 

 

 

Webber has been a Porsche fan for a long time (he began collecting them well before driving the 919 
Hybrid), and he will continue with the German make as an ambassador at major international events 
as well as an advisor on the LM P1 programme.   

As the 2017 Grand Marshal he will have the privilege of driving the official pace car that leads the 
entrants in the race on the formation lap at the end of which he pulls off before the French flag is 
waved to unleash the pack. He will also be present at various events during this year’s Le Mans 24-
Hours week.    

 



 

 
 
 

 
David Richards 

awarded the 2017 Spirit of Le Mans 
 

Each year the Spirit of Le Mans is awarded to an outstanding 
figure who has served the “Esprit du Mans.” For the 2017 race 
the Automobile Club de l’Ouest is delighted to award this 
distinction to David Richards, the President of Aston Martin.   

Richards was born in Wales on 3rd June 1952 and he made a 
name for himself in the world of rallying first of all as navigator 
to his fellow-countryman Tony Pond and then Ari Vatanen. In 

1981 the Finnish-Welsh pairing won the world championship title in a Ford Escort RS 1800.  

Richards then put an end to his career as a navigator and founded Prodrive in 1984. In 1989 it became 
the works Subaru team winning three world rally titles with Colin McRae (1995), Richard Burns (2001) 
and Peter Solberg (2003) plus three manufacturers’ crowns (1995-96-97). David then decided it was 
time to diversify Prodrive’s activities to include circuit racing, in particular the BTCC (British Touring 
Car Championship) as well as Formula 1 with the BAR-Honda team, which helped Jenson Button to 
third place in the 2004 World Championship for Drivers.   

Richards’ history at the Le Mans 24 Hours began in 2002. That year Prodrive built a competition version 
of the Ferrari 550 Maranello, which clinched a dominating category victory in the Sarthe in 2003. While 
its drivers Peter Kox, Jamie Davies and Thomas Enge were celebrating this success Richards was already 
working on a much more ambitious project – Aston Martin’s return to the track as he had become the 
president of the make that had won the race in 1959.   

Since 2006 Aston Martin has been one of the most-consistent front-runners in endurance. The make 
scored victory in the LM GT1 category two years running in 2008 and 2009 with the DBR9 and then 
made a foray into the LM P1 prototype category in the sky blue and orange colours of the Gulf petrol 
company, three-time winner at Le Mans (1968-69-75), and since 2012 the V8 Vantage has been one of 
the stars of the Le Mans 24 Hours and the FIA World Endurance Championship.   

Over the last five years the British GT has racked up a victory and two additional podium finishes in the 
Le Mans 24 Hours in the LM GTE Pro and Am categories. All categories combined, Aston Martin is the 
most titled manufacturer in the FIA World Endurance Championship with, in 2016, the GT Drivers 
World Cup for Nicki Thiim and Marco Sorensen and the teams’ award in LM GTE Pro, as well as FIA 
Trophies in LM GTE Am.   

David’s first memories of Le Mans go back to the sixties when he was around 10 years old. On the road 
to family holidays in Spain his father passed by Le Mans and drove down Les Hunaudières at high speed 
as it was then open to traffic. Over the last 15 years Richards has incarnated the Spirit of Le Mans in 
his own way, which he also defines as a spirit of comradeship. Thus, he not only began an important 
chapter in the history of Ferrari, but also reinvented the British legend of Aston Martin at Le 
Mans.            
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